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tion of which enacted Title 36, Patriotic and National 
Observances, Ceremonies, and Organizations. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–240 inserted ‘‘; and a de-
scription of all acquisition and disposal of real property 
that is subject to section 3703(e) of this title’’ before pe-
riod at end. 

§ 3707. United States release from liability 

The United States shall not be liable for any 
debts, defaults, acts, or omissions of the Foun-
dation nor shall the full faith and credit of the 
United States extend to any obligation of the 
Foundation. 

(Pub. L. 98–244, § 8, Mar. 26, 1984, 98 Stat. 110.) 

§ 3708. Reservation of right to amend or repeal 
chapter 

The Congress expressly reserves the right to 
repeal or amend this chapter at any time. 

(Pub. L. 98–244, § 9, Mar. 26, 1984, 98 Stat. 110.) 

§ 3709. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Authorization 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of the Interior $25,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998. 

(b) Use of amounts appropriated 

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), amounts appro-
priated under this section shall be made avail-
able to the Foundation for use for matching, in 
whole or in part, contributions (whether in cur-
rency, services, or property) made to the Foun-
dation by private persons and State and local 
government agencies. 

(2) No Federal funds authorized under this sec-
tion shall be used by the Foundation for admin-
istrative expenses of the Foundation, including 
for salaries, travel and transportation expenses, 
and other overhead expenses. 

(c) Additional authorization 

The amounts authorized to be appropriated 
under this section are in addition to any 
amounts provided or available to the Founda-
tion under any other Federal law. 

(Pub. L. 98–244, § 10, Mar. 26, 1984, 98 Stat. 110; 
Pub. L. 100–240, § 4, Jan. 11, 1988, 101 Stat. 1786; 
Pub. L. 101–593, title I, § 110(c), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2960; Pub. L. 103–232, title I, § 104, Apr. 11, 
1994, 108 Stat. 337.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–232, § 104(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘$25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1994, 1995, 
1996, 1997, and 1998’’ for ‘‘not to exceed $15,000,000 for fis-
cal year 1991, not to exceed $20,000,000 for fiscal year 
1992, and not to exceed $25,000,000 for fiscal year 1993’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–232, § 104(b), substituted 
‘‘paragraph (2)’’ for ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–232, § 104(a)(2), added subsec. 
(c). 

1990—Pub. L. 101–593 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘There are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Department of the 
Interior for each of fiscal years 1988 through 1993, inclu-
sive, not to exceed $5,000,000 to be made available to the 
Foundation— 

‘‘(1) to match partially or wholly the amount or 
value of contributions (whether in currency, services, 

or property) made to the Foundation by private per-
sons and State and local government agencies; and 

‘‘(2) to provide administrative services under sec-
tion 3704 of this title.’’ 
1988—Pub. L. 100–240 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘For the ten- 
year period beginning on October 1, 1984, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Department of the 
Interior not to exceed $1,000,000 to be made available to 
the Foundation— 

‘‘(1) to match, on a one-for-one basis, private con-
tributions made to the Foundation; and 

‘‘(2) to provide administrative services under sec-
tion 3704 of this title.’’ 
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§ 3741. Findings 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Three-fourths of all American children 

and adults participate in wildlife-related rec-
reational activities other than hunting, fish-
ing and trapping. 

(2) In 1985, Americans spent over $14 billion 
on non-consumptive wildlife-related recre-
ation. 

(3) The United States and Canada are inhab-
ited by approximately two thousand six hun-
dred vertebrate species of native fish and wild-
life, which have provided food, clothing, and 
other essentials to a rapidly expanding human 
population. 

(4) Over 80 percent of vertebrate fish and 
wildlife species in North America are not har-
vested for human use. 

(5) The continued well-being of this once- 
abundant fish and wildlife resource, and even 
the very existence of many species, is in peril. 

(6) In 1967, the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service reported that forty-five common 
migratory bird species, which are not hunted, 
had exhibited significant declines in abun-
dance, and that thirteen of these species have 
experienced widespread, systematic declines of 
46.9 percent during a twenty-year study pe-
riod. 

(7) There have been nationwide declines in 
frogs and other amphibians. 

(8) Over two hundred and seventy-five of ver-
tebrate fish and wildlife species in the United 
States are now officially classified as threat-
ened or endangered by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(9) During the past decade, fish and wildlife 
species, including invertebrates, were added to 
the rapidly growing list of threatened and en-
dangered species in North America at the av-
erage rate of over one per month. 
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